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Summer Reading Assignment 

2021-2022 
 

Welcome to Pre-AP English II!  
 
We are excited to welcome you to a year of personal and academic rigor, relevance, and 
reward! 
 
In a nutshell, your assignment is: 
 *Read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  
  *Read assigned chapters of How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C.  
               Foster. (see assignments below) 
             *You will want to read these texts prior to school starting in preparation for class  
               discussions, assignments, and tests which will take place within the first couple of  
               weeks of school.  
 
Details of the assignment: 

● Read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
a. Procure a copy of the book linked in the title. A physical copy is best, as you 

will not be allowed to use your phone, device, or e-book when testing in 
class.  

b. ***Not Required, but HIGHLY encouraged:  Annotate as you read.  
“Annotate” means: to make notes/comments in the margins of your book. 
Don’t just highlight without making comments. 

i. There are a variety of approaches you can take with annotating. 
Ideally, you are engaging with the text and can mix and match any of 
the concepts below: 

1. Characters: qualities, notable deeds 
2. Setting 
3. Symbols 
4. Significant plot events 
5. Important quotes 
6. Literary devices  
7. Repetition of motifs, themes. Some ideas are: 

a. Censorship 
b. Ignorance vs. Knowledge 



c. Technology Deadening the Human Experience 
d. Appearance vs. Reality 
e. Moral Relativism  
f. Bravery vs. Cowardice 
g. Happiness vs. Unhappiness 
h. Loyalty vs. Betrayal 
i. Identity and Reputation 
j. Feeling vs. Indifference 
k. Conformity vs. Individuality 
l. Minority vs. Majority rule 

8. Briefly summarize each chapter 
9. Questions that arise as you read 
10. Personal reaction to characters/events that occur 
11. Connections to other books you’ve read 
12. Watch this video to view an example of the annotating process.  

● Read assigned chapters of How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. 
Foster (PDF is linked in the title) 

a. Everyone should read The Introduction 
i. Last name A-J read Chapters #  1, 2, 11, 12, 13 
ii. Last name K-Q read Chapters # 6, 7, 8, 9, 21 
iii. Last name R-Z read Chapters # 10, 18, 19, 20, 22 

 
Please contact Julie Zahara at julie.zahara@dsisdtx.us if you have any questions. The Pre-
AP English II team hopes you enjoy reading the novel, and we look forward to meeting you 
in the fall! 


